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The overall direction of the ABA was roughly formed at a meeting in Chicago on
October 25, 1928.  Grabel, Harding, and Stannard discussed many issues including the
importance of key bandmasters, possible locations and times for the first formal meeting,
the beginnings of the constitution (which would be written by Grabel) and the procedures
and qualifications for membership.

New York was approved as the first meeting place and the charter members assembled
there on July 5, 1929.  These members included Edwin Franko Goldman; Charles Benter,
Director of the United States Navy Band, Washington, D.C.; J.J. Gagnier, Director of His
Majesties Grenadier Guards Band, Montreal, Canada; Victor J. Grabel, Conductor of the
Chicago Concert Band; Albert Austin Harding, Director of Bands at the University of
Illinois; Richard B. Hayward, Director of the Toronto Concert Band, Toronto, Canada;
Charles O'Neill, Director of the Royal 22nd Regiment Band, Quebec, Canada; Arthur
Pryor, Director of Arthur Pryor's Band, New York, NY; and Frank Simon, Director of the
ARMCO Band, Middletown, Ohio.

The records and minutes of this important meeting did not survive, but its events are
retraced from a brief New York Herald Tribune article, along with educated speculation
as to the events which occurred.  Grabel's draft of the ABA Constitution and by-laws
were adopted, as was the official statement of the objectives of the ABA.  Among the
objectives were the desire for a universal band instrumentation, a higher standard of
artistic excellence, and the need to induce prominent composers of all countries to write
for the band.  At the end of the Constitution, Grabel listed John Philip Sousa as Honorary
Life President and the following officers were elected at this initial 1929 meeting:
Goldman, President;  O'Neill, Vice President; Grabel, Secretary; and Harding, Treasurer.
Simon, Clarke, and Hayward were elected Directors and Pryor was elected Chairman of
the Membership Committee.

The first annual convention was held March 13-16, 1930 in Middletown, Ohio, the home-
base of charter member Frank Simon and the ARMCO Band.  By the second annual
convention in 1931, the ABA had begun to move out of its organizational stages and into
a decade of activism.  World War II brought a redirection of focus for the entire country
and caused the 1942 convention to be cancelled.  During this difficult period, the ABA
Newsletter was begun and served as the essential link which held the group together over
the next six years.  Due to the war, there were no conventions during this time and it is
the original editor, Lynn Sams, who has been credited with keeping the interest in ABA
alive.

The organization met again in 1947 in Elkhart, Indiana, with members eager to push the
association forward in new directions.  This convention marked the revival of ABA
which has continued to meet annually to this day.  Since its founding, ABA conventions



have been a continuation of the ongoing process of growth and change necessary in
holding to the principle for which it was founded.  It is important to note, however, that
the history of this association does not lie in its meetings, but in its membership, both as
individuals and as a group.

The history lies in the accomplishments and in the legacy left to generations of future
bandmasters which include:

• John Philip Sousa's enshrinement in the Hall of Fame of Great Americans through
the leadership of Honorary Life Member Raymond F. Dvorak.

• The establishment of the Journal of Band Research through the leadership of past
president Dr. Paul V. Yoder.

• The founding of the American School Band Directors Association by American
Bandmasters Association member Mr. Dale Harris.

• The founding of the College Band Directors National Association by past
president Dr. William D. Revelli.

• The founding of the National Band Association by past president Dr. Al G.
Wright.

• The founding of the National Band Association Hall of Fame for Distinguished
Conductors by Dr. William D. Revelli, president of the National Band
Association and founding president Dr. Al G. Wright.

• Establishment of the American Bandmasters Association Research Center at the
University of Maryland, under the leadership of Dr. Paul V. Yoder.

• The founding of the Phi Beta Mu, International Bandmasters Fraternity by past
president Colonel Earl D. Irons.

• The establishment of the American Bandmasters Association/Ostwald Band
Composition Contest by ABA associate members Ernest and Adolph Ostwald.

• The establishment in 1962 of the Edwin Franko Goldman Memorial Citation to
recognize persons outside the ABA who have rendered conspicuous service in the
interest of bands and band music.

• The founding of the North American Band Directors Coordinating Council by
American Bandmasters member Dr. Forrest McAllister.

• The creation of the John Philip Sousa Foundation by Colonel George Howard.

• The inception of the American Bandmasters Association Foundation under the
leadership of past president Dr. Harry Begian.



• The accomplishments of the ABA in concert band instrumentation.

• The encouragement and recognition of new music and composers both in and out
of the American Bandmasters Association, beginning with the commissions of Dr.
Edwin Franko Goldman.

• The more than half a century of dedication to the betterment of bands in every
possible way.

• The encouragement of the development of the Japanese Band Directors
Association through the efforts of past president Dr. Paul V. Yoder and associate
member Walter Volkwein; and the nurturing of Japanese Band Directors
Association through American Bandmasters Association/Japanese Band Directors
Association joint meetings.

• And, many other outstanding individual achievements.

The vital mission of the ABA, as envisioned by Dr. Edwin Franko Goldman some sixty-
seven years ago, is carried out today by a distinguished and committed group of band
leaders and associates.  At present, the 1995 roster of the ABA includes two honorary life
members, six honorary members, two honorary associate members, 262 members, and 69
associate members, for a total of 341 members.


